A memorable Smoko visitor, enthralled
us with stories of his amazing life as a
motorcyclist.
TIM GIBBES, born in 1933 near Sydney, Australia, later moved with his
family to Adelaide, so he called South
Australia his base. His first bike, as a
16-year-old was a used, 1927 250cc
New Imperial which kindled a lifetime
passion for motorcycling.
His interests in his early teen years focused on mechanics, technical things;
especially cars and motorcycles. His
decision though led to motorcycles, for
work and recreation. He enjoyed the
outdoors; the desire to travel, meet
people from many cultures and survive
under challenging conditions. He has
been heavily involved in motorcycling
most of his life and still plays a vital part
in the sport.
He was a Grand Prix motocross racer
in the 1960s and between 1955 and
1963, he won six gold medals and one
bronze at the International Six Days
Trial, often referred to as the ‘Olympic
Games of Motorcycling’. During that
period Gibbes worked as a motorcycle stuntman in the Hollywood blockbuster film ‘The Great Escape.’
He married a New Zealand girl, Joan
in 1961, and since then they have
lived most of the time in New Zealand.
Tim was a factory bike tester and
works rider on English-made Matchless, AJS, Greeves, DOT and Ariel
bikes. He was the owner of a local
motorcycle shop and a regular official,
organizer and promoter at events.
Many of our regular Smoko attendees
also told yarns of their experiences
with Gibbes bikes, true or untrue!
Gibbes created and designed the
New Zealand Motocross Grand Prix in
Woodville in 1961, New Zealand’s
longest running and largest motocross event held each January.

In 1999 he became the first person to
introduce electronic timing into motorcycling events in New Zealand and can
often be seen in the timing booth at superbike races, meticulously collating
results.
Tim was the first team manager for a
New Zealand ISDE team, and took the
team behind the Iron Curtain in 1982 to
Czechoslovakia. He managed the New
Zealand Motocross of Nations team .
He brought the name Motocross and
organized many events in New Zealand
under this label, bringing International
riders to New Zealand to compete.
The 82-year-old was named Ambassador to New Zealand Motorcycle Sport
and Industry. In 2016, with four other
motorcycle riders of renown, Tim was
inducted into the Motorcycling New
Zealand Hall of Fame. Certainly, a rider
of great reputation, skill and knowledge.
Excerpts from: Stuff.co.nz and Motor
cyclesport.co.nz R H
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Mugby Junction- Bunnythorpe?
In 1874 a contract was let to a point on
the surveyed main line, to where the
future connection from the Hawkes Bay
would connect. This rail was intended to
be a horse-drawn tram like that currently
running between Foxton and Palmerston
North, however it was laid with steel rail
for an eventual upgrade to steam locomotives. The point of connection to the
main line and to Hawkes Bay would be at
a town to be built and named Mugby,
and the connection became known as
Mugby Junction. Mugby was expected to
become the capital of the Manawatu District.
Mugby and Mugby Junction are possibly

named after a collection of eight short
stories, four of which were written by the
English author Charles Dickens in 1866,
all centred on the fictional railway station,
Mugby Junction.
Quite a large area of land was reserved
for the future connection to Napier, however the Hawkes Bay connection ended
up terminating at Palmerston North and
so the name Mugby Junction, and even
Mugby, the town name, fell into disuse,
although Mugby was still used at least as
late as 1902.
Much of the reserved rail junction land is
now used by Transpower for an electrical
substation. Across the railway from Mugby stands the adjacent town of Bunny-
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Bunnythorpe Railway Station 1916

thorpe, which was serviced by the same
station.
Now, that the name Mugby is no longer
used, both towns are now considered as
a single town, Bunnythorpe.
The North Island Main Trunk Railway

passed over government owned land,
which was subdivided and later became
Bunnythorpe. The village takes its name
from Henry Bunny, the SecretaryTreasurer of the Wellington Provincial
Council, which functioned from 1853 to
1876. RH

Ngamatea Station
Feeds Fifty Workers
For at least two weeks each year, fifty
workers, two cooks, 42,000 ewes,
25,000 lambs and almost 1,000 bales of
wool are the focus for the annual shearing at Ngamatea Station, one of the
largest and more remote stations in the
North Island.
Thirty chickens, thirty sheep, two deer,
six pigs, two boxes of fish and a whopping 300 kgs of spuds, plus all the other
vegetables, are the requirements needed to keep the workers fed in that time.
Shearers are notorious for their enormous appetites and shearing at the
Apatu family owned Ngamatea Station

is several orders above anywhere else
in the North Island.
The huge station on the Napier-Taupo
road at 25,000 ha. is one of the biggest
in the North Island, and the annual
shear is a logistical exercise for the station’s sixteen staff and dogs. For
Taihape contractor Rudy Lewis it means
finding workers for the eighteen-stand
shed; shearers, wool handlers, pressers, sheepos and four extra shearers
who keep the crutching plant beneath
the shed going. Three electric presses
are busy all day as the wool pours off
the sheep’s backs.
Because it is such a drawcard, Rudy
had no problem finding staff, with some
in reserve for the inevitable injuries re-

Shearing at Ngamatea Station 2002

sulting from handling the seventy kg, composite breed of ewes, known in the trade as
‘Taihape Tigers’.
The bulky 34-micron wool has found a market in the US for manufacturing padded,

winter jackets, mattress toppers and pillows.
Excerpts from: NZ Herald, Hawkes Bay
Today. 14 March 2019. R H

Taihape, Inland Patea
The Inland Patea Road follows the route of
an old Maori track from the Heretaunga
Plains to Patea, a huge tract of high land
stretching westward across the Hawkes
Bay ranges to the gorges of the Wanganui
River and from a line running roughly on
the base of Mount Ruapehu to the south of
the present town of Taihape.
This route was famously traversed by the
missionary William Colenso in 1845 when
Taihape was merely a bush clearing called
O Taihape.
From the 1860s until 1908 when the Main
Trunk Railway was opened, the Inland Patea looked upon Napier as its town and
port, with at first, pack horses and then
wagon trains hauling supplies and produce
over the ranges. Wool was the main commodity and by the 1870s, when the huge
sheep runs of the inland became fully
stocked with immense flocks of Merino
sheep, transport was an enormous undertaking.
In 1867 the Birch brothers took up a twentyyear lease on Erewhon Station which covered 48,563 hectares, and the first sheep
arrived with the farm carrying 75 to 80,000
sheep. Once these sheep had been shorn,
the wool was carried to Napier on strings of
horse packs, hundreds strong,
with one man in charge of
each team of ten horses. It
took a staggering ten days to
make the journey.
Mules as well as horses were
used with one animal in five
carrying fodder for the team
and supplies for the packmen.
Each pack animal carried 91
kgs and riding ahead of the
train was a hunter with his

dogs who would try to shoot a wild pig or
turkey to offer some food variety. Being a
packman was a dangerous job for occasionally a beast missed its step negotiating
the narrow, rocky track over the precipitous
Gentle Annie, and it bounced to its end in
the Ngaruroro Gorge, at least a hundred
meters below. All the packman could do
was to hurry the rest of his team along before they panicked too and plunged over
the edge.
It wasn’t until 1919 that motor vehicles took
over. It is, by reputation, a challenging route
and what a nightmare journey it must have
been in the old days when it was plagued
by mud, frequent landslides and heavy winter snowfalls. Even in 1980 the AA itinerary
cautioned, ‘Meeting another vehicle may
involve backing up for as much as one kilometer to find a passing place’. It took three
hours to make the trip.
But the reality is very different today. The
road is now safe for two-wheel-drive vehicles. The Taihape people regularly take
their children over to Hawkes Bay boarding
schools and think nothing of driving to the
Rangitikei River for picnics. The road is
now sealed.
Excerpts from: Four Wheeled Drive, Scenic
Farm Tour, Moawhango School. R H

